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ALASKA 

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
January 7, 2010
SUBJECT:
Alaska Federal Executive Association Minutes, January 7, 2010, 

Federal Building, 222 W.  7th Ave, FAA Executive Conference Room, Anchorage, Alaska

Attendees:
	Kevin Fryslie, FBI
	Alex Spector, VA

	Ron McCoy, DOI/OS
	Julia Dougan, BLM

	Greg Holt, FAA
	Tom Wilder, FEMA

	Tonyua Abrom, NPS
	Jeff Loman, MMS

	Randy Johnson, U.S.M.S
	Colleen Bickford, HUD

	Corrine Eilo, Denali Comm
	Joel Neimeyer, Denali Comm

	Carol Marvel, FAA
	Dr. Ken Glifort, AANHS, IHS

	Frank P. Kelly, NWS
	Carl Markom, USGS

	Nathalie Bunton, FAA
	Steve Kessler, USFS

	Laura Takakuna, NPS
	Ana Hogue, FBI

	Sharon Warren, COLA Defense Comm
	Jennifer Wukasch, CFC Campaign Dir.

	Alice Morgan, FAA
	Susanne Fleek, Senator Begich’s Office


Call to Order and Introductions:  Kevin Fryslie, AFEA President, called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm.  All members, committee chairs, and guests introduced themselves.

Old Business:  Copies of the minutes from the May 6, 2009, meeting re made available to members.  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Jeffery Loman and second by Randy Johnson; all members were in favor and minutes were accepted.
Treasurer’s Report:  Corrine Eilo, AFEA Treasurer, reported that the current balance in checking/savings is $14,308.74 with the largest expense this year going to the upcoming AFEA Annual Awards Luncheon.  The Treasurer’s Report was distributed for review.  Ms. Eilo passed out last year’s membership list for agencies to update for billing purposes; invoices will be sent electronically.  
Treasurer’s Report:  AFEA President Kevin Fryslie presented last year’s AFEA President Alex Spector with a “thank you” gift (bear statue).  
President’s Report:  
Locality Pay:  Mr. Fryslie contacted Susanne Fleek from Senator Begich’s office to have OPM provide Locality Pay briefing in Alaska.  (see “COLA and Locality Pay” below)
AFEA Meeting Presentations:  For AFEA meetings, those using presentations need to download presentation on a CD for FAA personnel to scan and then put presentation on their system.  Presentations can be e-mailed or dropped off to Mr. Fryslie or Ana Hogue at the FBI or to Natalie Bunton at the FAA.

AFEA Website:  Will utilize the www.fea.gov website as much as possible; will post presentations, briefings, and other documents.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Policy Committee:  Bob Lewis was not present; no reports given.
Human Resources:   No one present; no reports given.

Civil Rights:   Doug Mills is the outgoing Chair and wanted to remind the committee about the interagency Shared Neutral Program that provides Mediation Services.  The committee has a roster of mediators available specifically for EEO complaints. 
Due to travel costs, the Civil Rights Committee will be doing there own Special Emphasis Program training for the different federal agencies.  The course which will be 2 days is currently being drafted; should be completed by Spring.  
Emergency Preparedness Committee:  Mr. Tom Wilder sat in for Mr. Robert Forgit who was not available due to attending training.  
Spring’s Breakup Flooding - Some 50 plus villages were affected, including the town of Eagle.  Committee was able to get a Presidential Disaster Declaration and opened a joint field office by the airport with 170 employees; office closed October.  
Fall Storms – Fall storms affecting Kodiak received a Presidential Disaster Declaration.  A “Virtual” Joint Field Office will be opened, working out of Washington; teams arrive on Sunday, 1/10/2010.  Seward storm damage being handled by State.
Emergency Action Notification Test – new system essentially ran from The White House, tested 1/6/2010.  Test deemed a success; however had some glitches that will be addressed.  
Mt. Redoubt – at present time, no alerts issued.

Regional Interagency Steering Committee hosted January 19-20 in Seattle, WA; Anchorage will host meeting in June.
Exercise Arctic Edge/Alaska Shield/Vigilant Guard ’10 – three exercises in one; successor to Alaska Shield Northern Edge series.
“Riverwatch” – committee will watch for this during Spring breakup.
FEMA Federal Support Team – provide initial situational awareness of disaster; team is in need of federal agency assistance, contact Tom Wilder at 271-4300.  Committee would like to get a better handle on who does what among federal agencies during natural disasters.
Employee of the Year Awards Luncheon Committee:  Carol Marvel is this year’s Chair for the awards luncheon committee.  Ms. Marvel made a recommendation to schedule the luncheon in conjunction with the Public Service Recognition Week, held the week of May 2nd.  Ms. Eilo contacted some event coordinators and advised Char McClelland from Alaska Destination Specialists is the best choice; will run bid/cost through Policy Committee.  Suggestions of guest speaker names can be e-mailed to Ms. Marvel.  Ms. Marvel will draft the awards letter for Mr. Fryslie’s signature.  Both the letter and nomination package will be e-mailed to the committee and posted on the AFEA website (www.fea.gov).  
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Committee:  Julia Dougan, CFC Campaign Chair for FY2009, passed out copies of preliminary contribution report.  Ms. Dougan stated that this year Alaska federal employees surpassed our goal by more than 5%, raising $1,678,413.  Reasons goal was surpassed contributed to Ms. Dougan personally traveling throughout the state and meeting with federal executives encouraging participation, CFC staff put on in-person and video-conferencing training throughout Alaska, and the on-line E-Pledging.  Ms. Dougan introduced Jennifer Wukasch, CFC Campaign Director, who has managed to keep CFC overhead at 6%; nationwide average is 12-15%.  Recommendation was made for Ms. Dougan to draft a letter to The United Way in appreciation of Ms. Wukasch; Mr. Fryslie will sign.  

Jennifer Wukasch stated this was Alaska’s most successful campaign.  Next year’s campaign should see more on-line E-Pledges once payroll offices are set up correctly.
COLA and Locality Pay:  Sharon Warren reported that Alaska is now receiving Locality Pay, 4.72% in Anchorage; Alaska is still receiving COLA.  Anchorage will be the area used for future studies; Alaska will have one locality pay rate.  Ms. Warren gave an overview of this issue including salary comparison, surveys, retiring, and 2011 model.  Ms. Warren previously e-mailed Presidential letter and other documents regarding this issue.  
Susanne Fleek advised she heard from OPM that they will be coming to Alaska possibly the last week of January or early February.  OPM will be visiting Anchorage and Juneau; no final word on visiting Fairbanks.  Ms. Fleek asked for an agenda from Hawaii briefings in order to schedule briefings here.  Ms. Fleek submitted questions to OPM and also asked for a basic Q&A list.  This document will be put on the website once received.  Dave Owens, Sharon Warren, Ron McCoy, and Jeff Loman volunteered as AFEA POCs for OPM visit.  Ms. Marvel stated that SnowCap also provides this type of training. 
Hate Crime Legislation:   Kevin Fryslie briefed the new Hate Crime Legislation which was passed in Defense Authorization Act along with Locality Pay.  

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Colleen Bickford announced that a work group was formed following last summer’s visit of State Secretaries to look into how federal and state investments are being used in rural Alaska.  The group, formed under the Denali Commission, will be meeting on 1/14/2010 at the HUD office.  

Jeff Loman congratulated Joel Neimeyer as the new Federal Co-Chair of the Denali Commission and thanked Senator Begich for his support.  Mr. Loman discussed TAPS, off shore component, and natural gas line.
Dr. Glifort discussed the newly appointed director for the health services’ “mega meeting” in Juneau scheduled for February.

Alex Spector briefed the “Alaska Feds Feed Families” campaign held in June, July and August of 2009.  A grand total of 11,433 pounds of food was collected for the food bank.  Mr. Spector thanked the VA, Elmendorf, and US Geological Survey for their participation.
Randy Johnson announced his retirement and stated Rob Heun should be confirmed in time for the next AFEA meeting.

Ron McCoy introduced Pat Pourchot, the new Special Assistant to DOI Secretary Ken Salazar for Alaska Affairs.

Steve Kessler, Acting Deputy Regional Forest Supervisor for the Chugach National Forest announced Alaska Regional Forester Denny Bschor recently retired and Joe Meade the Forest Supervisor of the Chugach National Forest is transferring to Washington, D.C.  Beth Pendleton has been selected as the new Alaska Regional Forester and will begin on March 1.
Susanne Fleek announced USDA, Forest Services, and World Development are coordinating a number of jobs events around Alaska, POC is Jim Nordlund.

Joel Neimeyer, Denali Commission, introduced himself; it is his fourth day on the job and is looking forward to attending the meetings.
Alex Spector recommended voting for the awards luncheon Event Coordinator be done through e-mail.

Closing Comments:  Kevin Fryslie thanked the members for attending the meeting.  The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 2/4/2010 at 2:00 p.m.
Next Meeting:   The next General Membership meeting will be on 3/4/2010, 2:00 p.m., Federal Building, FAA Executive Conference Room (3rd Floor).
Adjournment:  The meeting ended at approximately 3:55 pm.
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