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ALASKA 

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
2925 DeBarr Road, Suite 3600
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
May 6, 2009
SUBJECT:
Alaska Federal Executive Association Minutes, May 6, 2009
National Business Center, Aviation Management Directorate, 4405 Lear Court / Training Room #109, Anchorage, Alaska

Attendees:
	Alex Spector
	VA
	Kevin Fryslie
	FBI

	Colleen Bickford
	HUD
	Greg Holt
	FAA

	Tim Binkley
	DEA
	Krag Johnsen
	Denali Commission

	John Buss
	ALCOM/11AF
	Steve Kessler
	Chugach Nat Forest

	A.C. Brown
	USGS Rep
	Harry Kieling
	NBC/AMD

	Debora Cooper
	NPS
	Doug Mills
	FWS

	Corrine Eilo
	Denali Commission
	Liz Williamson
	VA

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Call to Order and Introductions:  Alex Spector, AFEA President, called the meeting to order at 2:15 pm.  All members, committee chairs, and guests introduced themselves.

Old Business:  A copy of the minutes from the March 4, 2009, meeting was distributed to members.  A motion was made to approve the minutes as submitted and adopted by the membership.
Treasurer’s Report:  Corrine Eilo, AFEA Treasurer, reported that the current balance in checking/savings is $23,078.48 with the largest expense this year going to the upcoming AFEA Annual Awards Luncheon.  The Treasurer’s Report and list of AFEA members who paid their annual membership dues was distributed for review (see attachment below).  If your agency has paid their annual AFEA membership due and it is not captured in the attached listing, please contact Ms. Eilo.




COMMITTEE REPORTS

Health & Safety Committee:  Due to recent flooding in the Interior, Robert Forgit (FEMA) and John Madden (Division Director Alaska Homeland Security and Emergency Management), were unable to be present at this meeting; however, they provided the following update to Alex Spector.

John Madden reported that the Governor of Alaska has issued a disaster declaration for communities along most of the Alaskan rivers – including the Yukon, Kuskokwim, Kobuk, and Susitna and there could be more rivers and communities as breakup continues.  Last week, the State of Alaska established a Unified Command to deal with the possibility and probability of pandemic influenza concurrently with the rapidly developing floods along many Alaskan rivers.  Mr. Madden activated the multi-agency coordination (MAC) group last week to review and consider procedures, priorities, coordination of operational resources, and likely courses of action in advance of and during operations for influenza and for flooding. The MAC group – comprised of state, federal, local, and non-governmental organizations and the private sector -- will meet by telecon each Wednesday at 3:30 pm.   Mr. Madden strongly urges any agency conducting or contemplating any operations connecting to the floods to contact the State Emergency Coordination Center at 
907-428-7100.

Robert Forgit added to this message by stating that additionally, FEMA Region X Alaska Area Office is working closely with the State of Alaska to provide assistance.  The AAO staff is co-located at the State of Alaska State Emergency Coordination Center for the Unified Command (includes River Watch and H1N1).  Though Governor Sarah Palin made a verbal State declaration for Interior Alaska including the drainages of the Yukon, Kuskokwim, Kobuk, and Susitna Rivers, there has been no request for a federal declaration at this time.  There is the possibility of a federal declaration in the near future. 

Other notes, the FEMA Federal Support Team participated in the Arctic Resolve exercise last month and mobilized a 16 person team to the SECC within 3 hours of notification. This Federal team is designed to support the State of Alaska in a no notice major catastrophic event and provide critical situational awareness to the Regional Administrator and FEMA Region X in Bothell for response efforts.

The next Advisory Council Alaska meeting is scheduled for 0800-1400 on May 28th tentatively at the Federal Bldg Annex, FEMA Alaska Area Office.

Employee of the Year Awards Luncheon Committee:  LaVonne Garvey, Chair, announced the members of the Employee of the Year Luncheon Committee reported on the progress of the luncheon.   There are over 40 applications and a long list of judges that have volunteered to review the applicants.  The luncheon will be held at the Capt Cook Hotel on May 27th from 11 am to 1 pm.  Guest speaker is Col Edward Daly, Deputy Commander of U.S. Army Alaska, will be giving a Powerpoint presentation on his trip to Afghanistan.  The Emcee will be Mr. Whitekeys.  Our theme is “United We Stand in an Era of Change”.  Lunch tickets are $11.00 each and the menu choice is butcher steak sandwich, halibut po boy, or vegetarian wrap.  AFEA is in need of donations for door prizes, and the Alaska Red Cross is the beneficiary for the silent auction.  Lorie Bell has been asked to sing the National Anthem.

Human Resources Committee:  Angie Horn, Chair of the AFEA Human Resource Committee, was not present at this meeting.  
Civil Rights Committee:  Doug Mills, Chair, reported that this Committee is working on an interagency Shared Neutral Program that will provide Mediation Services to participating agencies. Information on this program and a copy of the Charter will be distributed to Agencies by their Civil Rights Committee (CRC) representative. The purpose of this program is to assist agencies in resolving all types of conflict (i.e. EEO Complaints, Interpersonal Conflicts, Workplace Disputes, etc).  A copy of the Charter will be made available to all participants, including those who do not have representatives on the CRC at the next FEA meeting.

Each Federal Agency is required to have three Special Emphasis Programs (Hispanic, Federal Women's Program, and People with Disabilities). Agencies are encouraged to have other special emphasis programs (i.e. Black, Asian/Pacific Islander, Alaska Native/American Indian) to improve their workplace environment by promoting diversity.  Most agencies staff these programs with Collateral Duty Managers. The CRC is putting together a joint effort to train these individuals. The training will be held locally in September.  For those agencies that are interested in taking advantage of this training or who have questions, contact Doug Mills at 786-3328 or send an e-mail to douglas_mills@fws.gov.
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Committee:  Julia Dougan, CFC Chair for FY2009, was not present at this meeting.  

Federal Women’s Program:  Tonyua Abroms was not present at this meeting; however, Doug Mills (Civil Rights) stated that this was probably one of the most successful Federal Women’s Program (FWP) that we have had with over 100 people attending.  There were four paid speakers for this event with one of the most diverse agenda.  FWP had $600 to carryover for Quality Day on August 28; everyone is welcome to participate in this.  On behalf of the FWP, he thanked the AFEA for their support.  
COLA and Locality Pay:  Sharon Warren reported that OPM was here in April and conducted the COLA survey and completed the survey 5 days in advance -- thanks to the employees who helped and participated in the survey with OPM at the various outlets.  

OPM has contracted Delta 21 to conduct a Rental Survey this year; last survey was conducted three years ago.  This is an opportunity for those members that were on the COLA Advisory Committee and the same employees that were allowed to help out with OPM, that they can also be observers during this Rental Survey.  This Survey has a target completion date of July 31 with results forwarded to OPM by September 1st.  The Washington DC area will be surveyed by May 31st with results forwarded to OPM by June 30th.  The rentals being surveyed in the Washington DC area, as well as the outlets they have surveyed, will be compared with what they gather from Alaska.  Once this Survey has been completed OPM will contact the COLA Advisory Committee members to let them know the results of the survey.  It takes over a year to do the regulatory process in order to implement the survey so we will still be going to 22% in December 2009 for COLA. 

Locality Update:  Locality Pay legislation is in Congress at this time.  If this passes it will freeze whatever the COLA amount is at that time.  The Senate Bill, with amendments added to it, has passed the Committee a few days ago and is expected to go through the Senate in the next week or two before it is forwarded to the House.  

Locality Pay Lawsuit:  The locality pay lawsuit is moving through the litigation process.  The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has scheduled a hearing on the case on Wednesday, May 13, in Honolulu, Hawaii.  There is a three judge panel assigned to this case.  Sharon Warren will be attending this hearing.  

DOI National Business Center’s Aviation Management Directorate: Harry Kieling, Alaska Regional Director for National Business Center, gave a Powerpoint presentation of the Aviation Management Directorate (AMD) mission brief and tour of their facility.  The AMD was, formerly known as Office of Aircraft Services, under the Department of Interior, reporting to the National Business Center.  AMD is a nationwide organization with about 70 employees and regionally organized into three regional offices (Alaska Regional Office - Anchorage, Eastern Regional Office - Atlanta, and Western Regional Office – Phoenix and Boise).  AMD provides aviation services to the DOI and non-DOI customers specializing in aviation safety and aviation training.  


They are the only FAA certificated repair station in aviation management, in DOI, only one in Alaska and in the Federal Government. Their repair station performs 30 to 40% maintenance repairs in their hangar with the rest contracted to vendors around the State.  They have a flight coordination center.  They do not own any helicopters; however, AMD owns 58 single engine airplanes in their fleet, which are operated by customers:  Fish and Wildlife Service (primary customer), National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management for fleet airplanes. They contract vendor planes for US Geological Survey and Minerals Management Service.  They have vendor agreements on over 500 aircraft in Alaska.  They provide world class pilot training program to people in Alaska and clinics are conducted every year.  For more information, visit their website at http://amd.nbc.gov/akro/index.htm.

CHAIR’S AFEA REPORT

AFEA Annual Report:  Alex Spector reviewed the attached FY09 Annual Report, which list the accomplishments under his term of office as President.



One of the accomplishments in this Report is the AFEA/Denali Commission Partnership for Stimulus Package Clearinghouse.  Krag Johnsen, Chief Operating Officer for Denali Commission, reported on the Alaska Clearinghouse for the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The Denali Commission in partnership with the Alaska Federal Executive Association, the Alaska State Legislature, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the Rasmuson Foundation created the “Alaska Clearinghouse”.  Each of the partnering organizations has dedicated staff housed at the Denali Commission who are working full time collecting information and meeting with organizations.  The intent is to gather AARA information from Federal agencies on opportunities and to share with non-profits, tribes, cities, etc., that may be able to take advantage of the stimulus funding.   This Federal stimulus package offers a unique opportunity to bring economic development to areas across the State.  The attached letter from the Alaska Clearinghouse is a request to each Federal agency to identify a point of contact to assist them in compiling information on State and Federal competitive grants funded through the stimulus act.   Please review the attached letter and template to be completed by your agency POC.  To receive frequent highlights on this effort, log in as a member on their website; visit the Denali Commission website at www.denali.gov then select the Alaska Clearinghouse site.  



AFEA Officer Elections:  The following announcement was made on the individuals nominated for the FY2009 AFEA Officer positions.  George Cannelos, Denali Commission, as President replacing Alex Spector, Colleen Bickford has agreed to stay on as Vice President, along with Corrine Eilo, as Treasurer.  A motion was made to accept the candidates for FY09 and members present unanimously approved the nominations.  Congratulations to the new FY09 AFEA officers.
The AFEA is soliciting for a Chair for the AFEA Policy Committee as Lieutenant General Dana Atkins, AFEA Policy Committee Chairman, will be stepping down this year.  The AFEA Policy Committee meets before the AFEA General Meetings are held and this Committee is responsible for reviewing the directions/implications the AFEA General members are taking.  If you are interested in Chairing this Committee or know of someone in your agency who may be interested, you can contact Alex Spector with your nomination by calling 257-5460 or by sending an Email msg to Alexander.Spector@va.gov. 

Request for Funds Form:  The attached Request for AFEA Funds Form was revised by Julia Dougan.  A motion was made to accept the newly revised form which was approved by the members present.  This form will be placed on the AFEA website.



OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALMR Committee:  Harry Kieling, Executive Council member for the Alaska Land Mobile Radio (ALMR) Committee, announced that the ALMR User Council is soliciting for a Federal Non-DoD Member, as this position is vacant.  This Council meets the first Wednesday of each month for two hours and this position will be responsible for disseminating the information from this Council meeting.  If you are interested in this position or know of someone in your agency who may be interested, you can send him an Email msg to Harry_Kieling@nbc.gov.

GAO – Appropriations Law:  Corrine Eilo, Denali Commission, reported that the Denali Commission is hosting GAO this year to teach “Appropriations Law” on June 16-18, 2009, at the Denali Commission.  This announcement was made at the last AFEA Meeting.  There were 30 slots open, 15 for Federal attorneys only (now full) and 15 for staff, i.e., certifying officers, etc., (slots are still available) at no charge.  If you have someone from your agency that approves the use of appropriated funds and are interested in attending, please send their name and phone number to Corrine Eilo at ceilo@denali.gov.

NPS Update on Eagle, Alaska:  Debora Cooper, National Park Service, stated there is severe flooding in the village of Eagle, Alaska, after an ice dam on the Yukon River backed up water and ice during the spring breakup.  An incident command center has been setup in Fairbanks to deliver MREs and fresh water to stranded folks in the area.     

Closing Comments:  Alex Spector thanked the members for their participation at the meetings and their support during his term as President.  George Cannelos, new AFEA President, will be scheduling the next AFEA meeting.  
Adjournment:  The meeting ended at approximately 3:30 pm.
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