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ALASKA 

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
SUBJECT:
Alaska Federal Executive Association Minutes, November 4, 2010,
Federal Building, 222 W. 7th Ave, FAA Executive Conference Room, Anchorage, Alaska

Attendees:

	Colleen Bickford, HUD
	Ron McCoy, DOI

	Pamela Bergmann, DOI
	Karen Forsland, SBA

	Greg Holt, FAA
	Karolyn Maldonado, NOAA

	Chris Mandregan, IHS
	Ann Ferguson, USDA

	Jan Ostrovsky, USBC
	Ana Hogue, FBI

	Jennifer Wukasch, CFC
	


Call to Order and Introductions:  AFEA President, Kevin Fryslie was on official travel; Colleen Bickford, AFEA Vice President, called the meeting to order at 2:06pm.  All members, committee chairs, and guests introduced themselves.
Old Business:  Draft minutes from the September 2, 2010, AFEA General meeting previously e-mailed to members and copies were made available.  Motion was made by Greg Holt to accept the minutes and Karolyn Maldonado seconded motion; all members were in favor and minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Corrine Eilo, AFEA Treasurer, was not present.  
President’s Report:   AFEA Vice President Bickford reported FBI Special Agent in Charge (SAC) Mary Frances Rook will replace SAC Kevin Fryslie, who is retiring, as AFEA President effective January 1, 2011.
The AFEA has invited Governor-elect as the keynote speaker for the May 2011 AFEA Employee of the Year Luncheon.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Policy Committee:  Bob Lewis was not present; Ms. Bickford stated agenda and initiatives for 2011 were discussed at the last Policy Committee Meeting.
Human Resources Committee:  Angie Horn was not present.  
Civil Rights Committee:  Tonyua Abrom was not present. 
Health & Safety Committee:  Robert Forgit discussed the Regional Interagency Steering Committee in Portland; was well attended.  Mr. Forgit advised Ken Murphy is the new FEMA Regional Administrator and that FEMA has increased its hiring by 50 at Region 10 in order to meet hiring requirement.  
Employee of the Year Awards:  Marcia Hoffman-DeVoe was not present; Ana Hogue reported the luncheon committee had its first meeting and 11 agencies were represented.  Ms. DeVoe would like more participation from other agencies and has asked for interested personnel to e-mail her at 

Marcia.Hoffman-Devoe@VA.gov .  The luncheon committee will meet the first and third Tuesdays of each month beginning January 4, 2011.  The luncheon is scheduled for May 4, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. in the Dena’ina Center.  In case the newly-elected Governor is not available as the guest speaker, the Lt. Governor has been invited as the alternate speaker.  The Awards’ nomination packages will be e-mailed in early December as well as posted on the AFEA website (www.fea.gov ); packages will be due March 1, 2011 to your agency’s POC.
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Committee:  Geoff Haskett was not present; Jennifer Wukasch stated as of today we are under $730,000 pledged to the CFC; at over 40% of the goal of $1.8 million.  On-line pledge system is going well; so far 65% pledged on line.  Ms. Wukasch asked for agencies to ensure personal touch is not using on-line pledging; agencies were asked to keep in contact with their CFC coordinators.  Ms. Wukasch advised the National Park Service (NPS) has met their goal and is actually $10,000 over; NPS has several CFC coordinators.  Coordinators are encouraged to wrap up pledges by December 1, 2010 to ensure OPM’s deadline of December 15 is met.  
Locality Pay Update:  Ms. Bickford distributed information; however will ask Sharon Warren to e-mail OPM updates.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Guest Speakers:   Robert Forgit, Emergency Preparedness Presentation – gave synopsis of what FEMA does and does not do, structure of FEMA, and process of declarations.  Mr. Forgit distributed the National Response Framework handbook, www.ready.com guide, and FEMA Overview.  FEMA opened office in Alaska in 2007, located in the Federal Building Annex; currently have four employees.  Mr. Forgit discussed FEMA’s mottos, to include FEMA’s quick motto:  prepared, responsive and committed; and stated FEMA was created in 1979 and became part of DHS in 2003.  Mr. Forgit discussed virtual Joint Field Offices (JFOs), and the difference between Federal FEMA Support Team (FFST), which is always looking for new volunteers, and Disaster Assistance Employees (DAE).  Mr. Forgit stated the number one disaster in the United States is flooding and discussed the flooding and rebuilding of homes in Eagle, AK.  Mr. Forgit discussed the challenges of logistics in Alaska, including roads and airstrips, and the importance of communication.  
Lt. Col. Gregory Numann and Lt Ian Cubbage, Warrior Transition Battalion, discussed their program, Wounded Warrior - Operation Warfighter, which helps transition wounded soldiers back to the army or out to veterans’ hands by asking federal agencies to provide these soldiers jobs on a short-term basis where they can retool before they go out for jobs.  Operation Warfighter offers free labor to federal agencies and numbers of available soldiers varies from time to time.  Ms. Bickford stated HUD has been working with VA and HSS on a national level to better coordinate and help homeless veterans/housing subsidy, advised other resources are available.
Other Issues/Comments:  
Mr. McCoy advised the annual BIA Providers Conference is November 30 – December 3 at the Hilton Hotel.

Mr. Holt advised the Airman’s Association is sponsoring Jessica Cox, a motivational speaker who has no arms and is a pilot, at a free speaking engagement on Saturday at UAA.
Closing Comments:  Ms. Bickford thanked everyone for attending and asked everyone to sign-in.  Ms. Bickford discussed the Deputy of US Interagency Council on the Homeless, Jennifer Ho will be in Alaska in part to attend the annual meeting of the Alaska Housing and Homeless Group, as well address the attendees at the BIA conference in an effort to raise attention of Alaska’s high homeless rate at the national level.  
Adjournment:  The meeting ended at 3:15 pm.
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