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ALASKA 

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
SUBJECT:
Alaska Federal Executive Association Minutes, May 26, 2011,
Federal Building, 222 W. 7th Ave, FAA Executive Conference Room, Anchorage, Alaska

Attendees:

	Mary Rook, FBI
	Bob Lewis, FAA

	Heather Blood, BOEMRE
	Alex Spector, VA

	Frank Kelly, NOAA
	Robert Forgit, FEMA

	Pat Pourchet, IOS
	Joel Neimeyer, Denali Commission

	David Dehon, GSA
	Michael Baffrey, DOI

	Givey Kochanowski, GSA
	Roy McCoy, DOI

	Rowdy Griffin, GSA
	Garlene Dennington (Retired), NARFE

	Corrine Eilo, Denali Commission
	Paul McIntosh (Retired), NAFRE

	Sabrina Hoppas, Denali Commission
	Ana Hogue, FBI


Call to Order and Introductions:  Mary Rook, AFEA President, called the meeting to order at 
2:13 p.m.  All members, committee chairs, and guests introduced themselves.  
Old Business:  Copies of the draft minutes from the March 3, 2011, AFEA General Meeting were made available; draft minutes were previously e-mailed to members.  Motion was made by Bob Lewis to accept the minutes and Frank Kelly seconded motion; minutes were accepted as written.

Treasurer’s Report:  Corrine Eilo, AFEA Treasurer, stated the majority of agencies have paid their annual dues and have collected almost $10,000.  Ms. Eilo will be reviewing the updated membership list to ensure all agencies represented have been contacted.  The billing for FY12 dues will occur in February 2012.  Ms. Eilo distributed the Treasurer’s Report which showed a balance of $23,320.20 for ‘Total Checking and Savings’.  At the September meeting, the breakdown and final cost of the awards luncheon will be made available.  Ms. Eilo stated the ball figure for the annual awards luncheon is approximately $10,000.
President’s Report:   Mary Rook, AFEA President, discussed the following issues:

Awards Luncheon – thanked the committee for their hard work; luncheon was well attended.  The Corps of Engineers will be the 2012 Chair, with the National Guard co-chairing the luncheon.  Anyone having a POC with the National Guard was asked to make contact and advise them of co-chairing next year’s luncheon.  The schedule for the luncheon Chairs and Co-Chairs up to 2016 was distributed.

Election of Officers – Mr. Lewis sent out a canvass for nominees for positions stated; all members voted in favor of these nominees.

President - Joel Neimeyer, Denali Commission

Vice President – Scott Denton, National Weather Service

Treasurer – Corrine Eilo, Denali Commission

Policy Committee (3-year term) – Frank Kelly, National Weather Service

Webmaster – need someone to take over the AFEA website; Lou Jenks retires January 2012.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Policy Committee:  Bob Lewis stated the Policy Committee met on April 7 and several items were covered.  Ms. Eilo presented the Treasure’s Report and Ms. Hoffman-DeVoe discussed the status of the preparation for the awards luncheon.  Ms. Fleek provided a brief update of the locality pay conversion.  The Policy Committee also approved having a special recognition at the luncheon for Sharon Warren for the work she has done both as a member of the COLA committee and the Locality Pay conversion.  The Policy Committee set up the Nomination Committee consisting of Mr. Lewis, Mr. Spector, and Mr. Kelly; as well as the agenda for this meeting.  The next Policy Committee meeting will be August 4.
Human Resources Committee:  Angeline Horn was not present.
Civil Rights Committee:  Tonyua Abrom was not present.
Emergency Preparedness:   Robert Forgit stated Alaska is dealing with Crooked Creek in the Red Devil for flooding; preliminary damage assessment was done and it is possible the Governor may ask for a Presidential Declaration.  Region staff is assisting the lower 48 who are dealing with tornadoes and floods.
Employee of the Year Awards:  Marcia Hoffman-DeVoe was not present; however she was able to drop off the after-action report which was distributed to attendees.  Ms. Rook stated the Mayor’s Proclamation was from the previous year; suggested the committee get the proclamations in advance and ensure they are accurate.  Pictures of the luncheon are posted on the AFEA website and some photos were submitted to the RSVP section of the Anchorage Daily News.

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Committee:  Karen Oakley was not present.  Mr. Lewis stated he saw a report where the auditor found discrepancies with respect to CFC for previous years; suggestion was made to try and get the auditor to attend the September meeting to discuss this matter.   Agencies were reminded to submit their CFC coordinator’s name to Geoff Haskett by June 15.
Locality Pay Update:  Sharon Warren was not present.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Guest Speakers:  
GSA Green Solutions – David Dehon from GSA stated he is relocating to Portland and introduced his replacement, Givey Kochanowski.  Mr. Kochanowski gave a brief overview on what GSA can offer, including the use of the GSA store located on Elmendorf.  Mr. Dehon gave a PowerPoint presentation on energy independence, building sustainable buildings, electric vehicles, telepresence/virtual meetings, blanket purchase agreements, creating a ‘greener’ government, ‘green’ purchasing, carbon footprint assessment tool, and establishing/achieving a zero environmental footprint.  Mr. Dehon gave examples on how agencies can reduce their impact on the environment (reuse, repurpose, and recycle).  Mr. Dehon stated 56 agencies have signed on with sustainability performance plans.  Question as raised on alternative fuels and measures not available in Alaska; GSA will look into the possibility of agencies using DOD/JBER’s natural gas plant/ facilities.  Agencies are encouraged to have a representative on the ‘green teams’ and attend the meetings.   Mr. Kochanowski added that GSA’s products are guaranteed compliance, meet executive orders standards.  GSA is also able to assist with interior designing/furniture, contact Mr., Kochanowski at 271-3942 for assistance.
Federal Consultation with Alaska Tribes and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporations – Pat Pourchet discussed the Information Memorandum that was e-mailed previously to AFEA members.  Discussed President Obama’s policy to all federal agencies to review and adopt the new policy on tribal consultation; DOI has been deeply involved in this matter.  Mr. Pourchet stated Alaska has 229 tribes, and asked for agencies who are involved in tribal consultation policies please provide names and contact information to Michael Baffrey, 271-4399.  Mr. Spector stated the VA is being a test for the consultation process, will be happy to share the national MOU they have.  Mr. Pourchet asked agencies to review Executive Order 13175 which lays out the tribal consultation process.  Mr. Pourchet mentioned that importance of having one centralized list, instead of each agency having its own contact list.
Other Issues/Comments:  
Pat Pourchet discussed locality pay issues, including the number of individuals who are eligible to retire and agency costs (moving costs, rehiring costs).  Mr. Pourchet suggested the AFEA collectively request assistance from OPM and our delegation to provide briefings/training to federal employees in Alaska.  Mr. Spector stated Ms. Fleek is working on getting OPM to visit Alaska, recommended the AFEA write a letter to OPM.  Mr. Spector also discussed the issue that incumbent SES directors get Locality Pay, where new SES hires do not.  Mr. Pourchet volunteered to write draft up letter for OPM and provide it to Ms. Rook.  

Mr. Spector announced that he and Colleen Bickford are co-chairing the Federal Interagency on Homelessness Council; they may be reaching out to agencies for assistance.
Heather Blood announced James Kendall is the new Director for BOEMRE.

Bob Lewis thanked Mary Rook for her work as the AFEA President.
Closing Comments:  Ms. Rook extended the invitation for members to invite other federal agencies not currently attending the AFEA meetings to do so; agencies do not need to attend all the meetings.  
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm.
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