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ALASKA 

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
SUBJECT:
Alaska Federal Executive Association Minutes, January 6, 2011,
Federal Building, 222 W. 7th Ave, FAA Executive Conference Room, Anchorage, Alaska

Attendees:

	Mary Rook, FBI
	Bob Lewis, FAA

	Kevin Fryslie, Former AFEA President
	Karen Forsland, SBA

	Colleen Bickford, HUD
	Corrine Eilo, Denali Commission

	Sharon Warren, BOEMRE
	Alex Spector, VA

	Chris Mandregan, IHS
	Marcia Hoffman-DeVoe, VA

	Vince Galterio, BLM
	Joel Neimeyer, Denali Commission

	Pamela Bergmann, DOI
	Ron McCoy, DOI

	Robert Forgit, FEMA
	Bob Walsh, Senator Murkowski’s Staff

	Tonyua Abrom, NPS
	David Ramseur, Senator Begich’s Staff

	Tanya Lauscher, USMS
	Mike Haller, BOEMRE

	Harry Kieling, DOI
	Ana Hogue, FBI


Call to Order and Introductions:  Mary Rook, new AFEA President, introduced herself and gave a brief background on her career.  All members, committee chairs, and guests introduced themselves.  ‘Thank you’ gift presentations were made by Colleen Bickford, Corrine Eilo, and Bob Lewis for Kevin Fryslie, outgoing AFEA President.  Kevin Fryslie thanked everyone for their support during his tenure as AFEA President.  
Old Business:  Copies of the draft minutes from the November 4, 2010, AFEA General Meeting were made available; draft minutes were previously e-mailed to members.  Motion was made by Colleen Bickford to accept the minutes and Pamela Bergmann seconded motion; all members were in favor and minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Corrine Eilo, AFEA Treasurer, handed out copies of the current Treasurer’s Report, balance $10,657.05.  Advised budget for the awards luncheon is still being worked, and membership billing/invoices will be going out to agencies the end of January – credit cards accepted.
President’s Report:   Mary Rook, AFEA President, discussed the issue of wikileaks and the necessity of safeguarding sensitive/classified information.  Advised agencies are responsible for controlling access to classified information and employees are prohibited from downloading from wikileaks site.  Ms. Rook discussed OMB/Office the President memo dated November 28, 2010, which instructs agencies handling classified information to establish a Security Assessment Team to review the agency’s procedures for safeguarding classified information.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Policy Committee:  Bob Lewis advised Policy Committee met on December 2, 2010; topics included Treasurer’s Report and upcoming awards luncheon on May 4, 2011.  The committee prepared the agenda for today’s meeting.
Human Resources Committee:  Angie Horn was not present.  
Civil Rights Committee:  Tonyua Abrom advised preparations for the Career Challenges Training Conference which is held during Women’s History Month in March have begun; will have more information at next AFEA General Meeting. 
Emergency Preparedness:  Robert Forgit advised the Regional Interagency Steering Committee quarterly meeting which encompasses all four states and several committees will be held in Boise, ID, next week; will give a briefing at the next AFEA General Meeting.  Mr. Forgit advised the Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) will be tested on January 26, 2011, here in Alaska.  IPAWS is a tool the U.S. President can use to contact the public during an emergency.  IPAWS is a high-level test and Alaska is used as the test bed; handout distributed at meeting.  
Colleen Bickford advised that January 26th is also the day the State of Alaska is doing the Community Economic Development Long Term Recovery, a one day exercise where agencies that are not first-responders have an opportunity to participate/learn how they would be involved.  
Mr. Forgit advised participation of responders and efforts in helping with recovery process has increased and discussed the upcoming table top exercise; recommended agencies contact Kathy Dodson-Cavyell, State of Alaska, for information.  

Employee of the Year Awards:  Marcia Hoffman-DeVoe advised the nomination packet has gone out to agencies and is also posted on www.fea.gov.  Nomination packets are due to your agency representative prior to the committee’s deadline of March 1, 2011; smaller agencies that do not have representatives can e-mail their packets to Marcia at Marcia.Hoffman-Devoe@VA.gov .  The luncheon is scheduled for May 4, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. in the Dena’ina Center; discussed the menu, cost, setup, and guest speaker.  The luncheon committee meets twice a month and agency representatives are still welcomed; e-mail contact information to Marcia.  
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Committee:  Neither Geoff Haskett or Jennifer Wukasch were present. 
Locality Pay Update:  Sharon Warren gave an overview of the transition from Cost Of Living Allowance (COLA) to Locality Pay.  This year all of Alaska is one Locality Pay area.  Locality Pay is based on comparison between federal sector salaries and private sector salaries in similar positions/similar type jobs; it is not based on cost of living.  Alaska in 2011 is receiving 16.46% of 2/3 of the Locality Pay of 24.69%, which will be the full rate in 2012; that will be the minimum. Previously Alaska had four COLA areas (Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, and rest of Alaska).  Due to COLA being frozen at the time the transition law was passed, some employees will continue to receive more COLA.  Employees eligible for retirement have been taking advantage of the buy-in program; agencies are responsible for paying into the retirements and need to budget for this.  Suggestion was made to work with the Honolulu FEA Executive Board to come up with an estimated calculator on the AFEA website so employees could use; will be discussed at the next Policy Committee Meeting.  OPM has sent out several documents answering questions regarding the retained pay, federal pay raise, etc.  Employees are encouraged to visit www.OPM.gov; documents received will be e-mailed to AFEA members.  For agencies with open SES positions, please keep in mind those employees will not be receiving Locality Pay, will receive COLA at current rate.  Ms. Warren distributed a chart for Locality Pay and COLA for years 2010-2012.  
Alex Spector suggested the Policy Committee discuss with the Congressional staff incentives for filling SES positions.  
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Closing of Federal Building:  Bob Lewis, Regional Administrator FAA, advised FAA is designated as the lead agency that makes the decision whether to close the Federal Building due to inclement weather.  When decision is made, the building is closed to the public; employees can still be a work.  The final decision whether employees have to come to work rest with each head of each agency; the FAA only makes the decision of whether the building will be closed to the public.  Mr. Lewis advised the FAA Operations Center is open 24/7/365 and any time there is inclement weather and if it appears the roads/driving conditions are hazardous they contact other agencies (police, troopers, school district, weather service, and base) by 4 a.m.   After this, a teleconference is held between FAA, GSA, courts, BLM, and weather service, if decision is made to close the building the FAA Operations Center will post this on the Anchorage Federal Office Building Status Line at 566-0023.  Cards with this information, as well as 511 for current road conditions were handed out at the meeting.  Mr. Lewis advised the local media receives this information as well.  Mr. Lewis advised the Federal Protection Service is contacted to let individuals/jurors inside the building for courts that remain open.  If the building is closed or there is a delayed reporting or early release, employees are not charged leave, this is considered administrative leave.  Mr. Lewis advised FAA has a liberal leave policy if employees feel the roads are hazardous to them regardless if the building is open, addressed in the FAA Occupant Emergency Plan.   
Guest Speakers:  
Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS):  Charity Ebenezer advised BBBS is a mentoring program where adults are matched with children for a one year commitment, which at times have lasted years.  Ms. Ebenezer handed out a brochure regarding information and ways get involved/help; visit www.bbbsak.org for more information.  Agencies are welcome to have Ms. Ebenezer make a presentation at their place of business.  Ms. Ebenezer advised ‘For the Kids Foundation’ is part of BBBS, however, not directly linked.  BBBS will take any item then sell it to the ARC or Value Village who then resells the item.  BBBS takes clothing items and ships it to different factories where it is recycled for different materials and can be resold.  Ms. Ebenezer stated there are currently approximately 60 big sisters waiting for little sisters and 65 little brothers waiting for big brothers.  For those participating in the ‘community program’; time spent with little brother/sister is not limited to one hour per week, nor is visit restricted to school such as in the case with the ‘at site program’. 
AK Congressional Delegation:   David Ramseur, Senator Begich’s Chief of Staff, discussed the upcoming Congressional Session.  Mr. Ramseur advised the past two years have been very busy in the Senate; several significant pieces of legislation have been passed to include the Start Treaty, Recovery Act, Healthcare Reform, and Tax Relief.  Mr. Ramseur discussed the following:

1.  National Policy and Budget Issues (federal debt, proposed substantial deductions in federal spending, tax reform/ending tax loop holes, going after Social Security such as raising the retirement age, House Republican proposal for FY11 and 5% cut to Congressional offices, Omnibus budget, freeze on federal employee pay, immigration reform, education reform)  
2. Alaska Issues and Congressional Priorities (research development, OCS and revenue sharing, MPRA – Conoco Phillips development, ANWR – wilderness bill proposed, gas line loan guarantees, arctic policy/pending development  - package will be reintroduced, Law of the Sea Treaty, working on FAA bill reauthorization, AK Land Bills, AFN native-only subsistence, military and veterans’ issues, authorization of Denali Commission, crime//homelessness/suicide rates, tribal empowerment bill, tax reform bill) 
3. Politics and Process (2012 elections, newly appointed Chief of Staff Daley, Senate rule changes/filibuster, Senator Begich’s new position – Chair of the Senate Democrat’s Steering and Outreach Committee; will give him opportunity to bring labor leaders, religious leaders, any type of leaders to meetings in D.C.) 

Other Issues/Comments:  
None to report.
Closing Comments:  Ms. Rook reminded attendees to please sign-in.  Please contact Ana to schedule ‘meet and greet’ appointments with Ms. Rook.  Next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 2/3/11 and the next General Meeting for 3/3/11, both at 2:00 p.m.
Adjournment:  The meeting ended at 3:32 pm.
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