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Alaska Federal Executive Association

FEDERAL EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 2009
WINNERS

	Category
	Civilian
	Military

	
	
	

	I
	Joseph F. Klos

EAFB Pharmacy, 3rd Wing
5955 Zeamer Avenue

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  In support of 115,000 beneficiaries, Mr. Klos assisted in managing a $13,000,000 account.  His superb leadership and management skills resulted in his flight winning back-to-back squadron flight of the quarter April-June and July-September 2009; and 3MDG flight of the quarter April-June 2009.  A student with a 3.6 GPA in chemistry, he also completed 24 continuing education hours and maintained his National and Alaska State Pharmacy Technician Certificate.
	TSgt Vilmarys Crossen

11th Air Force, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
10471 20th Street, Ste. 262

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506-2200
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  TSgt Crossen is the driving force behind the 11th Air Force Legal Office.  She has demonstrated superior initiative in the performance of her job.  Her technical skill is apparent from the products emanating from her office.  Her leadership ability inspires all those around her to be better paralegals and people.  Her devotion to duty is unmatched especially in her mentorship of paralegals working in two large wings in our Command.  While working full time, TSgt Crossen is also working towards obtaining her Bachelor’s Degree with a 4.0 average.

	
	
	

	II
	Steven Brunk

611 Civil Engineering Squadron (PACAF)
10471 20th Street, Ste 302

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506-2200
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:   Mr. Brunk has been a key member of the 611th Civil Engineering Squadron’s Equipment Maintenance Section.  He has directly participated in the overhaul of seven Aircraft Arresting Systems, critical airfield emergency equipment that is designed to prevent the loss of pilots and multimillion dollar aircraft.  Additionally, he has designed special tools and procedures to improve the overhaul process, reducing the time and costs.  He was handpicked as a subject matter expert to attend a conference to validate the entire Pacific Air Forces 10 year Aircraft Arresting System overhaul program.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	MSgt Matthew D. Lammers

90th Aircraft Maintenance Unit
11551 Slammer Avenue

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  MSgt Lammers. Chief of the Support Section, is responsible for managing tools, technical orders, and supply functions for twenty F-22 Raptor aircraft valued at $2.9B, as well as 22 technicians across five specialties.  He led the unit’s equipment pack-out and deployment of $56M in tools, test equipment, technical orders, and parts in Guam.  Additionally, he directed the deterrent capability of the F-22 for North American Aerospace Defense protecting United States air space.

	
	
	

	III
	Naomi D. Mitchell

Federal Aviation Administration

Human Resource Management Office
222 W. 7th Avenue, Box 14

Anchorage, Alaska 99513
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS: Ms. Mitchell, a Human Resources Specialist, is recognized for exemplary professionalism and attention to the needs of customers.  She services a highly technical organization with unique staffing requirements and needs the spread statewide.  She goes the extra mile in recruitment of air traffic controllers ensuring their understanding of unique Alaska living standards.  Ms, Mitchell was also instrumental in the FAA obtaining an approved Flight Service Station qualification standard that does not require a prerequisite OPM test.
	Maj Erik M. Sell

611 Civil Engineering Squadron (PACAF)
10471 20th Street, Ste 302

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506-2200
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  The Operations Flight Commander, Major Sell’s outstanding leadership and superior technical knowledge were paramount to the successful execution of the organization’s support mission throughout the state of Alaska.  Supervising a Flight of 76 personnel, his energetic and outside-the-box management of this unit has achieved extraordinary accomplishments in 2009.  Primarily, his actions have aided in the astute oversight of base operations and support contracts valued at over $77M, the completion of two $10M environmental remediation projects, the safe operation of over 100 aircraft arresting systems, as well as over $1M of modernization efforts throughout remote Alaska executed by in-house personnel.

	
	
	

	IV
	Paul Whitmore

National Weather Service
222 W. 7th Avenue, Box 23

Anchorage, Alaska 99513
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  Director for the West Coast and Alaska Tsunami Warning Center in Palmer, Alaska, Mr. Whitmore tirelessly dedicates his time to seeing that the center operates with zero-percent down time.  He works extra shifts when needed and ensures that the staff has time off for vacation and sick leave.  He travels around the world coordinating critical operations with warning centers, actively participates in tsunami mitigation meetings, and develops life saving warning techniques.  Mr. Whitmore’s quiet demeanor and dedication to his job and the community makes him respected by all who have the pleasure of working with him.
	MSgt Jason M. B. Pedone

90th Aircraft Maintenance Unit
11551 Slammer Avenue

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  MSgt Pedone, a production supervisor, is responsible for maintenance on twenty F-22 Raptor aircraft valued at $2.6B, as well as 185 maintenance technicians that perform maintenance on those aircraft.  He was key in the 3rd Wing’s success during the F-22’s first Operational Readiness Inspection in the Pacific Theater.  Additionally, he has skillfully prepared F-22 aircraft for alert intercepts along Alaska’s border, paramount in the protection of North American air space.

	
	
	

	V
	Michael Campbell
Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation
1045 Gaffney Road, Murphy Hall

Fort Wainwright, AK 99703
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  With 800 documented volunteer hours accomplished during 2009, Mr. Campbell is known throughout the community for his passion to help.  He spends time serving on various boards of directors, planning and executing events for the community at large, and just getting down to the actual task where he may be called upon to flip burgers or serve as a VIP greeter.  If there is an activity or special event, he will be present.  His motto, “I can sleep when I die,” and the time spent giving back to the community are evident through the hours of service.
	No nominations

	
	
	

	VI
	National Park Service

Information Technology Team
240 W. 5th Avenue

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

(Keith Burgess. Joel Fellows, Dan Healey, Karen LaMay, Tom Gillett, Jesus Gonzalez, Jim Jurgens, Timothy Kemp, Dave Oradei, Douglas Paratrovich, John Solomon, Anthony Thomas)

SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  This team is responsible for an infrastructure rebuild which increased all data circuits to a minimum T1 size resulting in a net savings of $23,000 per month while increasing data capacity by more than tenfold.  Network Accelerators have provided enhanced bandwidth capacity while reducing costs; state of the art microwave data transmission systems in the “ Bear Cam” installation project have provided full data, internet, and phone access to remote areas of Katmai National Park; and, Video Conferencing capability has enabled groups to meet without incurring travel costs thus resulting in increased productivity at assigned work sites.
	Elmendorf AFB Professional Military Education Center
8124 Doolittle Avenue

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506

(CMSgt Grant Murphy, SMSgt Tom Spangler, MSgt Chris Jimenez. MSgt Bret Copple, TSgt Vinny Bolden, TSgt Dustin Jacobs, TSgt David Morehead, TSgt Marcia Swenson, TSgt Bruce Reno, TSgt MacKenzie Geary, TSgt Suzanne Ramirez, TSgt Jason Venturella, TSgt Christina McCormick)

SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  The Elmendorf PME Center staff distinguished themselves as a team of top-notch leaders by preparing Technical Sergeants and Senior Airmen for greater leadership opportunities.  During 2009, the men and women of the PME Center delivered over 8,700 hours of leadership, management, communication and profession of arms training to 597 joint students.  Their actions produced long-lasting leadership effects across the Alaskan region, to include Air Force Active Duty, Guard, Reserve and U.S. Coast Guard.  Additionally, their tremendous work resulted in the award of 6,259 college credit hours through the Community College of the Air Force, the largest community college world-wide.

	
	
	

	VII
	Maurice Bailey
5885 Fireweed Drive

Wasilla, Alaska 99654
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS:  Mr. Bailey’s dedication has enhanced the Alaska VA Healthcare System’s mission to outreach to rural Veterans and to Veterans in need.  He is highly instrumental in the Veterans Aviation Outreach (VAO) locating Veterans residing in rural and remote Alaska and provides a point of contact between Veterans in need and service organizations.  Additionally, he has fostered community and inter-governmental relations by organizing “The Gathering of Veterans,” an annual event held to provide services and information to Veterans.
	No nominations


